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We were so excited to launch this pilot mentorship
program for members of ISOHA. The goal of the
program is to provide a platform for students interested
in One Health to connect with an established One
Health professional who has similar One Health-related
interests. This partnership between students and
professionals provides students with opportunities to
expand their network, gain career guidance, and to
engage and lead in One Health thinking. For mentors it
yields fulfillment, inspiration, and a connection to
rising One Health leaders.

We are so grateful for the enthusiastic guidance and
encouragement of our mentors and the dedication and
enthusiasm of our mentees.

It has been so inspirational hearing about the
international connections, meaningful conversations,
and professional relationships that have developed, we
wanted to share some of the experiences of our mentors
and mentees with this special newsletter.
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Who's who in the mentorship
Mentees © program?

Over 230
students

from 34
countries
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Over 150
professionals

from 41
countries




Mentee:
Anna Marie Cooksey
Undergraduate: Lincoln Memorial University
United States




Mentee: Mentee: Mentee:
Achangwa, Chiara, Abdulkareem Madinat A Victor Oko
MSc: University of Buea
Cameroon Nigeria Nigeria
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Mentee:
Adeoye Oluwatoyin
Undergrad at University of Ibadan
Nigeria

QQMy mentor and I shared a common ground which helped
better facilitate our communication. Him being a graduate from
veterinary medicine and myself, an undergraduate in the same
field, we understood the basis of our role in One Health. I shared a
lot about my experience in the abattoir in my country and how
much there is to be done in management to foster One Health
practices there. Dr. Junaid is a meat science expert in his country.
Putting our thoughts together, I was able to come to the
conclusion that the One Health concept is gaining ground in other
areas of the world. My mentor was benevolent enough to even
provide me with graduate programs and training I can undertake
to learn the core of One Health. This really inspired me that as a
veterinarian, I should be on the forefront of the One Health
campaign in my country and give myself to learning and
implementing One Health policies. I'm pivotal to this change and I
must get involved. One Health is achievable in Nigeria. ()C)



Mentee:
Sefiyat Odunola Adebiyi
Tertiary: University of Ibadan
Nigeria,
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Mentee:
Namekong Fokeng Armand
Veterinary Medicine and Sciences of Ngaoundere
Cameroon

Q0O After my experience with my mentor, I've
decided to create a legal corporation with my
classmates. The corporation is focused on One Health
approaches in tackling problems like AMR,
environmental health, and zoonoses. We have also
created a One Health club in our university to start at
the beginning of the next academic year ie. September

2019. ()C)
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Mentee:
Ngan Nguyen Thi
Thai Nguyen University of Medicine and Pharmacy
Vietnam
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Mentee:
Angie Shabangu
MSc Vet Sci: University of Pretoria
South Africa

(O(OThe ISOHA mentorship program was the beginning of a new dawn
for me. I am grateful for the mentorship I received from Prof. Jean-Paul
Gonzales, his great insight into the field, and the guidance I received.
Most of our discussions were based on what is currently implemented in
the field of One Health globally, and what can be done to improve the
outcomes. Emphasis was placed on the role of communities in the One
Health approach, the establishment of a "trust" relationship between
communities, researchers, policy makers, and clinicians in the
veterinary and medical fields. We looked at several establishments
across Africa, such as the collaboration between the University of
Pretoria and Mnisi community in rural Kruger National Park and the
Transfrontier Parks in South Africa and the One Health awareness
programme in Dakar that is focused at the community level. We devised
ways to bridge the gap between the stakeholders involved and I decided
to contribute by writing weekly reports for the local newspaper on One
Health and the establishment of a curriculum for One Health pedagogy
in schools as a basis of awareness at the community level.



Mentee:
Probir Deb
Chattogram Veterinary and Animal
Sciences University
Bangladesh

Mentee:
Kivumbi Mark Tefero
BS: Makerere University
Uganda
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Mentee:
Michael Rampedi
MSc in Genetics: University of the Free State
South Africa

Q QFirst of all, I would like to thank the International Student One Health Alliance (ISOHA) for

providing me an opportunity to get connected to, interact with, and learn from a researcher working
on cutting-edge research pertinent to both animal and human health in a developed country. Dr.
Santosh Dhakal (DVM, MS, PhD) works on the universal influenza vaccine project at Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health. He has been courteous with his time, advice and perspectives on
numerous One Health issues of mutual concern. His positive and ambitious attitude makes me yearn
to work towards acquiring a veterinary science degree to serve in developing countries. His
postgraduate studies also delved into the plight of smallholder pig producers in Nepal, and the health
constraints impeding their livelihood including Japanese encephalitis and other diseases. Having
worked with rural pig farmers for a Masters project, I really did relate his experiences with mine and
understood that animal and human health challenges in rural settings remain nearly identical.

His compelling and reverberating stance on epidemiological research for policy guidance
remains captivating: “Disease prioritization and research should be based on local data and evidence,
not always (and not necessarily) as guided by global perspectives”. Dr. Dhakal has also enlightened
me with some invaluable advice pertaining to academia, research ethics/integrity, project
opportunities, and staying focused but yet humble.

This mentorship program came at the right time for me as I am battling channeling my focus
and thoughts into something more tangible and impactful. I used to regret missed chances and lost
time while also suffering from an imposter syndrome, but he made me realize that I am actually
accumulating experience yet to be refined into a career and service. We never really appreciate
mentorship until we encounter one, especially of this standard. I found his advice for me to write
more, even if it is for non-academic forums or blogs, crucial and worth reflecting on daily. Through
this program, I now have a lifelong mentor, a friend and a well-wisher. I would like to thank the
organizers of this program once again for this short yet great opportunity and look forward to
participating in upcoming events.



Mentee:
Jiacheng Cai
MS: Utrecht University
Netherlands/China

Mentee:
Dr. Masudul Islam, MD
MBA: Bangladesh Army International
University of Science & Technology
Bangladesh




Mentee:
Kikiope Oluwarore
MS: The University of Edinburgh
Nigeria




Once again, many thanks to our
mentors and mentees for making
our first mentorship program so
successful! We look forward making
this program annual and using the
feedback from this pilot program to
make future cycles even better! Be
on the lookout for the call for
mentor and mentee applications in
the upcoming months. In the
meantime, stay up to date on ISOHA
happenings with our listserve,
newsletter, Twitter and FaceBook
page. If you have any questions or
additional feedback, please contact

isohaexeco@gmail.com




