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1. Most bats do not have rabies, but 

bats are responsible for countless 

human rabies cases in the Americas 

2. Awareness of the facts about bats 

and rabies can help people protect 

themselves, their families and their 

pets

3. No single coordinated bat rabies 

prevention/education effort currently 

exists in the Americas
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• One Health Commission (OHC) is a non-profit 

organization that seeks to create networks to 

improve health outcomes and well-being of 

humans, animals, plants and the environment. 

• Bat Rabies Education Team (BRET) is an 

initiative of the One Health Commission; 

comprised entirely of volunteers dedicated to 

raising awareness about bat rabies

• OHC-BRET created due to seeming lack of 

focused health effort in the Americas to educate 

children and adults that bats can be infected with 

and transmit the deadly rabies virus



• To re-start and reinvigorate rabies awareness and 

education efforts in the Americas with emphasis on 

animal bite prevention and the importance of bats 

as a major reservoir species for rabies

• To inform about the ecological importance of bats 

as pollinators and insectivores – (Don’t harm them)

• To urge seeking medical advice when a potential 

exposure to a rabid bat has occurred. 

• Goal: Reduce human deaths in the Americas 

due to bat mediated rabies
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Does participating organization conduct activities 
specifically for bat rabies education?

Over half (55.3%) of the participating 

organizations do not conduct activities 

specifically for bat rabies education.

N = 215 (94%)

Yes
46%

No
38%

Don't Know
16%

Has your agency developed any resources for bat rabies 
education?

Nearly 4 out of 10 (38%) of the participating 

organizations have not developed any 

resources for bat rabies education.

N = 228 (100%)



• Pilot to educate children in U.S. classrooms 

• Industry, Non-profit, Government and Academia

• Combination of existing and new resources  

• Timing – World Rabies Day 2020

• Start Small, Keep it “SMART” then Scale-up 



• Veterinarians provide a first line of defense against 

spillover of rabies from animals to people

• Need not only for surveillance of rabies but also 

getting timely information back to those working in 

the trenches

• Preparing publication/commentary calling for 

enhanced interactions and relationships between 

state and local public health departments and 

regional veterinary clinics



• BRET-Brazil (BRET-BRA) – July 2019 

• Brazil Bat Rabies Education Team

• 45 Multi-disciplinary member volunteers

• Online Engagement > Local Activities > National Meeting

• Use model to spread within Latin America

General Information Media Focus

• General education and awareness 

via news on the web, rumors, 

experiences and scientific papers

• Creating material specifically for 

use on social platforms such as 

Facebook, Twitter, Blogs, 

Instagram, and WhatsApp 









• Raise awareness and education focused on bats and rabies 

• Intensify messaging campaigns; timely, relevant and accurate 

• Share effective education material(s) from your region on BRET website 

• Communicate best practices and prevention strategies with others  

• Help us create and translate resources for better reach and frequency 

• Join BRET monthly teleconference for news, updates and projects  

• Volunteer with BRET, email us at: batrabies@onehealthcommission.org

• Start a BRET group in your Region
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Gracias!  Thank you!  Obrigado!  Merci!

Peter J. Costa, MPH, MCHES, AVES (Hon)
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