




Learning together
The NEOH is focusing on an approach that crosses borders between disciplines and sectors. 
With a network that spans multiple countries, Drs Barbara Häsler, Simon Rüegg and Sara 
Savic, and Professor Vlatko Ilieski discuss the NEOH’s objectives and highlight some of its 
achievements to date

With the book that is due for publication, 
what do you aim to convey to the One 
Health community or a wider audience? 

BH: With this handbook we make a 
dedicated effort to capture the multiple 
dimensions of One Health. We identify 
social, economic, and environmental drivers 
leading to integrated approaches to health 
and illustrate how these evoke characteristic 
One Health operations, namely One Health 
thinking, planning, and working, which 
need an enabling environment that allows 
collaborative learning and sharing. Further, 
we look at how we can describe, measure 
and – most importantly – combine different 
One Health outcomes in our analyses. 
The case studies and meta-study provide 
insights into what does and does not work 
in One Health and how One Health can 
generate value. Our handbook identifies 

areas where practitioners can focus on 
solutions and also gives guidance for 
research and action on One Health. 

Can you explain the main driver behind 
establishing the Network? 

SR: One Health promotes an integrated 
approach to health that aims to break 
artificial boundaries created by disciplines 
and sectors. The One Health paradigm has 
been gaining momentum as a mechanism 
for cross-sectoral and transdisciplinary 
engagement and cooperation in health 
matters. Pressures for novel approaches to 
promote and protect human, animal and 
environmental health are arising worldwide 
due to concerns related to the increase 
in infectious disease outbreaks, the (re-)
emergence of human and animal pathogens 
and non-communicable diseases as well 
as ecosystems changes, such as loss of 
plant and animal biodiversity, landscape 
transformation, climate change and reduced 
ecosystem services. 

Was there a particular catalyst that led to it 
being set up or was it a gradual process? 

SS: Several One Health initiatives have 
been implemented around the world, such 
as the establishment of cross-sectoral 
coordination, communication and data 
sharing mechanisms, but no standardised 
methodology exists for quantitative 
evaluation of One Health activities. 
Therefore policy makers have limited 
evidence for making decisions on new 

policies and allocation of resources for a 
wider and systematic One Health approach. 
The One Health community continuously 
organises meetings and workshops, all 
of which contribute to the evolution of a 
common understanding and methodologies 
for One Health, the establishment of 
an agenda for One Health research and 
practice, as well as the communication of 
new findings and ideas. A meeting directly 
relevant to the establishment of the NEOH 
was the international workshop with One 
Health experts on ‘Metrics for one health 
benefits: key inputs to create an economic 
evidence base’, which took place in 2013 
in London. This workshop was critical 
in defining the research questions and 
vision for NEOH, and gauge interest and 
commitment among potential collaborators. 

What plans does the NEOH have for the 
near future and for One Health specifically?

VI: One Health initiatives are more and 
more popular, but there are still many 
disciplinary, financial, and societal 
constraints which impede progress on 
the institutionalisation of One Health that 
will need to be overcome. We will aim to 
maintain momentum by establishing a 
Community of Practice that will allow us 
to continue attracting a wider group of 
scientists and practitioners. Objectives 
range from establishing collaboration 
between different disciplines and sectors, to 
progress on the theoretical foundations of 
One Health from a systems perspective. 

Clockwise from top left: Drs Barbara Häsler, Simon 
Rüegg, Sara Savic and Professor Vlatko Ilieski
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