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Bird flu virus’s promiscuity raises red flags
Novel variants of H7N9 and other strains are arising at alarming rate
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with H5N1. “Humans seem more susceptible” to H7N9 infection, Guan says. Two
mysteries about H7N9 deepen the concerns.
Researchers still don’t know where or if the
virus circulates in nature, and infected poultry show no or very mild symptoms, confounding surveillance.
Still, H7N9 is clearly spreading (Science,
29 November 2013, p. 1031). The first human
cases were in Anhui province and Shanghai,
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genetic exchange.
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